
 
 

“Are Politics Destroying Democracy” 
 

“It is a very toxic environment in Washington right now, and it's very stressful, and people are going to say 

things that they may sometimes regret." Those were the words from Louisiana Health and Hospitals Secretary 

Alan Levine on March 2nd reacting to comments from Democratic Senator Mary Landrieu suggesting Levine 

should leave his post because of his opposition to tÏÌɯ#ÌÔÖÊÙÈÛÚɀɯÏÌÈÓÛÏɯÊÈÙÌɯÖÝÌÙÏÈÜÓɯ×ÙÖ×ÖÚÈÓȭɯ(n an 

interview with The Associated Press Landrieu said of Levine, "I just think he's wrong, usually morning, noon and 

night, and as far as I'm concerned, he can go get another job." The Senator soon after apologized by phone and 

Levine accepted what he described as a genuine apology.  

3ÏÌɯɁÛÖßÐÊɯÌÕÝÐÙÖÕÔÌÕÛɂɯ2ÌÊÙÌÛÈÙàɯ+ÌÝÐÕÌɯÞÈÚɯÙÌÍÌÙÙÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÐÚ what some analysts see as growing 

tensions in Congress due to partisan politics and a lack of civility. A recent Gallup poll shows that 72% of 

Americans disapprove of the job Congress is doing and 60% of respondents to a recent Rasmussen poll feel 

that neither Democratic or Republican leaders have a good understanding of what is needed today. The 

political climate and voter distrust ÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÕÈÛÐÖÕɀÚɯÊÈ×ÐÛÈÓɯÏas some wondering if representative democracy is 

no longer working.  ÕËɯÐÍɯÛÏÌɯÚàÚÛÌÔɯÐÚɯÉÙÖÒÌÕɯÐÕɯ6ÈÚÏÐÕÎÛÖÕȮɯÞÏÈÛɀÚɯÛÏÌɯÊÖÓÓÈÛÌÙÈÓɯËÈÔÈÎÌɯÛÖɯ+ÖÜÐÚÐÈÕÈȳɯ 
 

Washington Partisanship 
Bailout Plan Symptoms of party partisanship was evident at the end of PresidÌÕÛɯ&ÌÖÙÎÌɯ6ȭɯ!ÜÚÏɀÚɯÛÌÙÔȭɯ

As the nation faced economic peril, the $700 billion Troubled Asset Relief Program (TARP) was proposed by 

Treasury Secretary Henry M. Paulson and chairman of the Federal Reserve, Ben Bernanke to bailout the 

ÕÈÛÐÖÕɀÚɯÍÐÕÈÕÊÐÈÓɯÐÕÚtitutions. Backed by President Bush, both presidential candidates and the Democratic 

leadership, the initial bill was defeated in the House by 228 to 205. Of the 133 Republicans voting against it 

were Louisiana Republican U.S. Reps. Rodney Alexander; Charles Boustany and Steve Scalise. Of the 140 

Democrats voting for it was +ÖÜÐÚÐÈÕÈɀÚɯ4ȭ2ȭɯRep. Charlie Melancon.   

Public Opinion According to Wikipedia, a Survey conducted by the Pew Research Center a week 

prior to the House vote showed Americans supported the bailout by a margin of 57% to 30% but a  Bloomberg 

/Los Angeles Times survey during the same time frame showed opposition to the bailout by a margin of 55% 

to 31%. Five days before the vote, a USA Today/Gallup poll showed 56% of respondents favoring passing 

something other than the Paulson plan; 22% favoring the plan and 11% wanting Congress to take no action. 

Protests opposing the bailout occurred in over 100 cities across the United States days before the initial vote.  

On October 3 an amended version of the bill was sent to the House which voted 263-171 to enact the 

bill into law, with 91 Republicans joining 172 Democrats in favor.  According to the New York Times, the 

passage of the Emergency Economic Stabilization Act of 2008 Ɂȱled to a series of enormous loans to banks that 

inflamed widespread public anger but were later widely credited as being one of the crucial factors in helping to avert a 

global depression.” 
  

Stimulus Plan Faced with a sinking economy even after cutting interest rates, President Barack Obama 

pushed for an economic stimulus package at the beginning of 2009. After House and Senate versions passed 

with the only Republican support from two Senators, Congressional negotiators came up with a $787 billion 

conference version. Republicans cited concerns about the size, amount of spending and lack of permanent tax 

cuts in the bill. All 176 Republicans and seven Democrats voted against the revised package in the House. 

Democratic Rep. Charlie Melancon voted for it. In the Senate the bill passed with Louisiana Sens. Landrieu (D) 

and Vitter (R) voting for and against the bill respectively. The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 

2009 was signed into law on February 17 by President Obama. 

Public Opinion Weekly Gallup polls tracking public support for the stimulus bill from January 11th to 

February 1st showed only a one percentage point drop from 53% to 52% of Americans in favor of Congress 

passing it. Those who were opposed increased from 37% to 38% over the same time period.  Conservative 

protestors regularly cited the bill's price tag as a sign that the Obama administration was running up 

unaffordable debt and was devoted to big government. And it was the stimulus package debate that 

prompted the beginnings of what is known as the Tea Party movement.  

http://www.nola.com/politics/index.ssf/2010/03/mary_landrieu_apologizes_to_st.html
http://www.gallup.com/poll/1600/Congress-Public.aspx
http://www.rasmussenreports.com/public_content/politics/general_politics/february_2010/75_are_angry_at_government_s_current_policies
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Emergency_Economic_Stabilization_Act_of_2008#The_public
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/subjects/c/credit_crisis/bailout_plan/index.html?inline=nyt-classifierFirefoxHTML/Shell/Open/Command
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tea_Party_movement


Healthcare Reform In a year that has seen contentious debate from both sides of the aisle, health care 

reform seemed to underscore how messy politics in Congress can get. In a process that culminated in the 

È××ÙÖÝÈÓɯÖÍɯ#ÌÔÖÊÙÈÛÐÊɯ/ÙÌÚÐËÌÕÛɯ.ÉÈÔÈɀÚɯÙÌÍÖÙÔɯÉÐÓÓɯÞÐÛÏÖÜÛɯÈɯÚÐÕÎÓÌɯ1Ì×ÜÉÓÐÊÈÕɯÝÖÛÌɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯ'ÖÜÚÌȮɯ&ÈÓÓÜ×ɯ

polls found a new low of 36% approval for President Obama due to his handling of healthcare and Americans' 

favorable rating of the Democratic Party dropped to 41% in a late March USA Today/Gallup poll, the lowest 

point in the 18-year history of this measure. Favorable impressions of the Republican Party are now at 42%, 

thus closing the gap between the two parties' images that has prevailed for the past four years. The following 

timeline touches on some of the highlights of the process that illustrated what some perceive as partisanship. 

Much of the information can be found at the New York Times website, Ɂ ɯ'ÐÚÛÖÙàɯÖÍɯ.ÝÌÙÏÈÜÓÐÕÎɯ'ÌÈÓÛÏÊÈÙÌɂ 

and the PBS Frontline site, Ɂ.ÉÈÔÈɀÚɯ#ÌÈÓȭɂ 

 Senator silences dissenters and the Obama administration makes a deal 
   In May 2009, the Senate Finance Committee holds hearings on expanding health coverage, calling 41 

witnesses. The hearings are interrupted by activists outraged over the refusal of Chairman Max Baucus (D-

Mont.).to allow advocates for a single-payer system to testify. Baucus has the activists removed from the 

hearing and arrested. 

   According to the PBS Frontline special Ɂ.ÉÈÔÈɀÚɯ#ÌÈÓɂȮɯËÜÙÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯÚ×ÙÐÕÎȮɯ×ÏÈÙÔÈÊÌÜtical industry 

executives and lobbyists including former Louisiana Congressman Billy Tauzin met with top White House 

aides dozens of times to hammer out a deal that culminates in June. The plan secures industry support for the 

ÈËÔÐÕÐÚÛÙÈÛÐÖÕɀÚɯÏÌÈÓÛÏɯÊÈÙÌɯÙÌÍÖÙÔɯÈÎÌÕËÈɯÐÕɯÌßÊÏÈÕÎÌɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯ6ÏÐÛÌɯ'ÖÜÚÌɯÈÉÈÕËÖÕÐÕÎɯÒÌàɯÌÓÌÔÌÕÛÚɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ

×ÙÌÚÐËÌÕÛɀÚɯ×ÙÖÔÐÚÌÚɯÛÖɯÙÌÍÖÙÔɯÛÏÌɯ×ÏÈÙÔÈÊÌÜÛÐÊÈÓɯÐÕËÜÚÛÙàȭ 

Public Opinion A Pew Research Center survey finds that 41% of Americans feel the health care system 

ÕÌÌËÚɯÛÖɯÉÌɯɁÊÖÔ×ÓÌÛÌÓàɯÙÌÉÜÐÓÛɂɯÈÕËɯƘƜǔɯÚÈàɯÛÏÈÛɯ×ÈàÐÕÎɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯÊÖÚÛɯÖÍɯÈɯÔÈÑÖÙɯÐÓÓÕÌÚÚɯÞÈÚɯÈɯɁÔÈÑÖÙɯ×ÙÖÉÓÌÔɂɯ

for them.  

 Senate Committees pass plan; House Republicans develop their own  
Voting on strict party lines, the Senate health committee approves a health bill by 13 Democrats to 10 

Republicans. #ÌÔÖÊÙÈÛÐÊɯ'ÖÜÚÌɯÓÌÈËÌÙÚɯÐÕÛÙÖËÜÊÌɯ ÔÌÙÐÊÈɀÚɯ ÍÍÖÙËÈÉÓÌɯ'ÌÈÓÛÏɯ"ÏÖÐÊÌÚɯ ct (HR 3200). The 

proposal would establish a new public health insurance plan to compete with private plans. Republicans and 

insurance companies strenuously oppose such an entity, saying it could lead to a government takeover of 

health care. Three House Committees - Education and Labor, Ways and Means, and Energy and Commerce ɬ 

vote to pass the proposal, setting up a floor vote for the fall. Almost every single Republican committee 

member votes against the bill including Reps. Bill Cassidy and Charles Boustany. Joining all 23 Republicans 

voting against the 'ÖÜÚÌɯ"ÖÔÔÐÛÛÌÌɯÖÕɯ$ÕÌÙÎàɀÚɯversion are 5 Democrats including Rep. Charlie Melancon.   

Introduced July 30thȮɯƖƔƔƝȮɯ'ȭ1ȭɯƗƘƔƔȮɯ$Ô×ÖÞÌÙÐÕÎɯ/ÈÛÐÌÕÛÚɯ%ÐÙÚÛɯ ÊÛɯÐÚɯÛÏÌɯ'ÖÜÚÌɯ1Ì×ÜÉÓÐÊÈÕÚɀɯÏÌÈÓÛÏɯ

bill sponsored by Rep Tom Price. Among its 27 sponsors are Louisiana Republican U.S. Reps. Rodney 

Alexander, Bill Cassidy, John Fleming and Steve Scalise. The bill is tabled by the Democratic House 

leadership. 

 Battle spreads from across the aise to across the country   
During the August congressional recess, town hall meetings held by legislators become the site of 

protests and disruptions by opponents of the health care reform legislation.  Two meetings ɬ in Tampa and St. 

Louis turn violent.  Critics of town hall protests assert opponents raise factually incorrect claims and that 

protests are organized by corporations to look like grassroots opposition. Opponents of the reform bill accuse 

labor unions of busing in paid pro-reform operatives to town hall meetings.  

Public Opinion  Rasmussen RÌ×ÖÙÛÚȮɯËÌÚÊÙÐÉÌËɯÉàɯ3ÐÔÌɯÔÈÎÈáÐÕÌɯÈÚɯÈɯɁÊÖÕÚÌÙÝÈÛÐÝÌɯÓÌÈÕÐÕÎɯ×ÖÓÓÐÕÎɯ

ÎÙÖÜ×ɂɯfinds in August that 35% of Americans view the protests unfavorably and 41% view them favorably.  

 President Obama and Republican drama 
In a nationally televised speech to the joint sessions of Congress, Obama presents a detailed outline of 

a plan to provide insurance to those without coverage, and slow the growth of healthcare costs for families, 

businesses, and the government.  When President Obama says he would welcome “serious” healthcare 

proposals”, Republican Rep. Tom Price from Georgia, and his Republican colleagues hold up copies of the more 

than 30 healthcare reform bills they had proposed in the House. Price later says, “The White House, in spite of 

saying they look forward to meeting with anyone who wants to solve these challenges, has rebuffed us at every turn.” The 

move is overshadowed by GOP South Carolina Representative Joe Wilson who shocks many observers when 

he shouts, "You lie!" after President Obama denies the health plan would cover illegal immigrants.  

http://www.gallup.com/poll/127262/Democratic-Party-Image-Drops-Record-Low.aspx#1
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2009/07/19/us/politics/20090717_HEALTH_TIMELINE.html
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/obamasdeal/etc/cron.html
http://www.c-spanvideo.org/program/285704-1
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/obamasdeal/etc/synopsis.html
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/obamasdeal/etc/cron.html#pharm
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/obamasdeal/etc/cron.html#pharm
http://people-press.org/report/?pageid=1534
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/health/diseasesconditionsandhealthtopics/health_insurance_and_managed_care/index.html?inline=nyt-classifier


When Baton Rouge residents were asked b Ù ,35ȭÓ 0ÕÂÌÉÃ 0ÏÌÉÃÙ 2ÅÓÅÁÒÃÈ 

,ÁÂ Ȱ7ÈÁÔ ÏÎÅ ×ÏÒÄ ÂÅÓÔ ÄÅÓÃÒÉÂÅÓ ÙÏÕÒ ÉÍÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎ ÏÆ ,ÏÕÉÓÉÁÎÁ ÓÔÁÔÅ 

ÐÏÌÉÔÉÃÓ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÄÁÙÓȩȱ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÓÅÓ ÆÏÒÍÅÄ ÔÈÅ wordle  above.  You can 

take the full survey here.  

 
 

 Louisiana Republican Rep is sole supporter 
Following a visit to Capitol Hill by President Obama and the inclusion of a measure that would add 

ÕÌÞɯÙÌÚÛÙÐÊÛÐÖÕÚɯÛÖɯÈÉÖÙÛÐÖÕɯÊÖÝÌÙÈÎÌȮɯÛÏÌɯ'ÖÜÚÌɀÚɯÝÌÙÚÐÖÕɯÖÍɯÈɯÏÌÈÓÛÏɯÊare overhaul bill passes with a vote of 

220 to 215. Only one Republican, Representative Anh Cao of Louisiana votes for the bill and 39 Democrats 

Ö××ÖÚÌɯÐÛȭɯ3ÏÌɯ'ÖÜÚÌɯÈÓÚÖɯËÌÍÌÈÛÚɯÛÏÌɯ1Ì×ÜÉÓÐÊÈÕÚɀɯÔÖÙÌɯÔÖËÌÚÛɯ×ÓÈÕȭɯ 

 ¢ƘŜ ά[ƻǳƛǎƛŀƴŀ tǳǊŎƘŀǎŜέ  
To ensure the 60 votes needed to break a 

Republican filibuster in the Senate, Majority Leader Reid 

negotiates to win the support of three moderate Democrats 

including Mary Landrieu.  

After Sen. Landrieu votes to allow the Senate to 

proceed with consideration of the DemocÙÈÛɀ2ɯÏÌÈÓÛÏɯÊÈÙÌɯ

ÔÌÈÚÜÙÌȮɯɯÐÛɀÚɯÙÌÝÌÈÓÌËɯÛÏÈÛɯÚÏÌɯÏÈËɯÚÌÊÜÙÌËɯÈɯ×ÙÖÝÐÚÐÖÕɯÐÕɯ

ÛÏÌɯÉÐÓÓɯÛÖɯÔÈÒÌɯÈɯɂÚ×ÌÊÐÈÓɯÈËÑÜÚÛÔÌÕÛɂɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÞÈàɯÛÏÈÛɯ

Louisiana is reimbursed. The adjustment could bring 

between $100 to $300 million in additional Medicaid 

money to the state. Conservative critics claim she has 

ÚÖÓËɯÏÌÙɯÝÖÛÌɯÊÈÓÓÐÕÎɯÐÛɯÛÏÌɯɁ+ÖÜÐÚÐÈÕÈɯ/ÜÙÊÏÈÚÌȭɂɯ

Conservative talk show hosts Glenn Beck and Rush Limbaugh refer to Landrieu as a high-priced prostitute. 

On the Senate floor defending her vote, Senator Landrieu notes the numerous requests by Republican 

&ÖÝÌÙÕÖÙɯ)ÐÕËÈÓɯÍÖÙɯ+ÖÜÐÚÐÈÕÈɀÚɯ"ÖÕÎÙÌÚÚÐÖÕÈÓɯËÌÓÌÎÈÛÐÖÕɯÛÖɯÍÐÕËɯÈɯÍÐßɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯ%, /ɯ×ÙÖÉÓÌÔȭɯ#ÌÚ×ÐÛÌɯÛÏÌɯ

harsh treatment Landrieu receives in the press, the Senator cites only one incidence where Gov. Jindal comes 

to her defense.  

1Ì×ÜÉÓÐÊÈÕɯ4ȭ2ȭɯ2ÌÕȭɯ5ÐÛÛÌÙɯÊÈÓÓÚɯÛÏÌɯÏÌÈÓÛÏÊÈÙÌɯÉÐÓÓɯÐÛÚÌÓÍɯÈɯɁ+ÖÜÐÚÐÈÕÈɯ2ÌÓÓÖÜÛɂɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯÍÓÖÖÙɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ

Senate saying it will bust the Louisiana budget as well as cut Medicare. After his presentation, Sen. Max 

Baucus, D-,ÖÕÛÈÕÈȮɯÈÊÊÜÚÌÚɯ5ÐÛÛÌÙɯÖÍɯɁÍÓÌÌÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯÍÓÖÖÙɂɯÉÌÊÈÜÚÌɯɁhe knows I’m going to mention facts in total 

refutation to the assertions he’s making.” As one example, Baucus says the legislation would eßÛÌÕËɯ,ÌËÐÊÈÙÌɀÚɯ

solvency by nine years.  

On the 25th straight day of debate on the legislation, the Senate passes the sweeping health care bill 

ÈÓÖÕÎɯ×ÈÙÛàɯÓÐÕÌÚȯɯƚƔɯ#ÌÔÖÊÙÈÛÚɯÍÖÙȰɯƗƝɯ1Ì×ÜÉÓÐÊÈÕÚɯÖ××ÖÚÌËȭɯ ÊÊÖÙËÐÕÎɯÛÖɯ/!2ɀɯFrontline, the administration 

argued the deals were necessary to secure health reform. But the deal combined with others backfires. The 

ÉÈÊÒÓÈÚÏɯÎÙÌÞɯÈÊÙÖÚÚɯÛÏÌɯÊÖÜÕÛÙàȭɯ3ÏÌɯ×ÙÌÚÐËÌÕÛɀÚɯÈ××ÙÖÝÈÓɯÙÈÛÐÕÎÚɯÚÜÕÒȮɯÛÏÌɯ#ÌÔÖÊÙÈÛÚɯÓÖÚe control of Ted 

*ÌÕÕÌËàɀÚɯ2ÌÕÈÛÌɯÚÌÈÛ to Republican Scott Brown who made opposing the health care legislation a signature 

issue of his campaign.  His election means the Democrats no longer control the 60 votes needed to overcome a 

filibuster and the push for health care reform was suddenly in peril.  

Public Opinion According to Wikipedia entries, 55-57% of Americans by December were opposed to 

the current Congressional bills based on what they had read about them;  however, when asked generically 

whether Congress should vote for or against "a healthcare bill" (rather than the specific bills passed in each 

chamber), Gallup poll results show opinion evenly divided, fluctuating mostly within the margin of error 

since September 2009.  

 February 2010 Bipartisan Summit  
To keep momentum going on the health care debate, President Obama hosts a bipartisan summit 

ÔÌÌÛÐÕÎȭɯ!àɯËÈàɀÚɯÌÕËɯÐÛɯÚÌÌÔÚɯÊÓÌÈÙɯÛÏÈÛɯÛÏÌɯÈÓÓ-day session may have driven the parties even farther apart. 

Republicans say there is no way they will vote for Mr. .ÉÈÔÈɀÚɯÉÐÓÓɯÈÕËɯ#ÌÔÖÊÙÈÛÚɯÛÈÓÒɯÖ×ÌÕÓàɯÈÉÖÜÛɯ×ÜÚÏÐÕÎɯ

it through Congress on a simple majority vote. 

 The Road to Reconciliation 
No longer having a filibuster-proof number of seats in the Senate, Democrats plan to abandon the 

House health reform bill, and to instead pass the Senate's bill, and then pass amendments to it with a different 

ÉÐÓÓȭɯ3ÏÐÚɯÞÐÓÓɯÈÓÓÖÞɯÛÏÌɯ2ÌÕÈÛÌɯÛÖɯ×ÈÚÚɯÛÏÌɯÈÔÌÕËÔÌÕÛÚɯÝÐÈɯɁreconciliationɂ- a parliamentary tactic that avoids 

a Republican filibuster and requires just a simple majority of both chambers for passage.  Senate Republican 

leader Mitch McConnell of Kentucky tells reporters, “They’re making a vigorous effort to try to jam this down the 

throats of the American people, who don’t want it. We think that’s a policy mistake, and we think resorting to these kind 

of tactics, to thumb your noses at the American people, is something that ought to be resisted.”  

http://www.wordle.net/
http://surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=IfhEJI9zaveLW_2fJ9mHfa_2fQ_3d_3d
http://landrieu.senate.gov/mediacenter/pressreleases/02-05-2010-1.cfm
http://www.pbs.org/frontline/obamasdeal/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Public_opinion_on_health_care_reform_in_the_United_States#2009_polling_results
http://www.usatoday.com/news/washington/2010-03-07-health-qna_N.htm


According to the Congressional Research Service, 17 of the 22 bills passed under reconciliation have 

been advanced by a Republican-controlled Congress or under a Republican president.  

By a vote of 219 to 212 the House approves the original Senate bill and a package of changes through 

reconciliation.. All 178 Republicans and 34 Democrats ɬ including Rep. Charlie Melancon - vote against it. 

Never in modern memory has a major piece of legislation passed without a single Republican vote. The 

following  

day, Republicans introduced legislation to repeal the bill.  

.ÕÓàɯÏÖÜÙÚɯÈÍÛÌÙɯÛÏÌɯÏÌÈÓÛÏÊÈÙÌɯ×ÓÈÕɯÞÈÚɯÚÐÎÕÌËɯÐÕÛÖɯÓÈÞɯ+ÖÜÐÚÐÈÕÈɀÚɯ#ÌÔÖÊÙÈÛɯ ÛÛÖÙÕÌàɯ&ÌÕÌÙÈÓɯÑÖÐÕÚɯ

more than a dozen Republican State Attorneys General in a lawsuit saying the bill and its requirement that 

each citizen purchase health insurance is unconstitutional. An April Rasmussen survey finds that most (58%) 

Louisianans favor the move while 33% oppose the suit. 

President Obama signed the bill into law on March 23, 2010. Many democratic legislators who 

supported the legislation have reported receiving death threats. 

District lines = Party lines 
According to Landrieu, the lack of bipartisanship she sees in the House is due in large part to 

reapportionment. “They’re very few house members that actually  represent districts that have 50% Democrats; 50% 

Republicans or 50% White; 50% African American or one-third White; one-third Hispanic and one-third African 

American. You don’t get many districts like that, so the legislators themselves are polarized by their own constituents.” 

Landrieu says members of the Senate have a more difficult time “because as representatives of complete states of 

course I have many different kinds of people in my state both that have very different views on about the way this 

government should function and what the priorities should.” 

Former Democratic State Senate President Randy Ewing told LPB recently that polarization has begun 

to creep into the state level due to “the way we have drawn our legislative districts and the way we have polarized our 

populations.” So how well does the Louisiana Legislature represent the state? The following are statistics on the 

ÊÜÙÙÌÕÛɯÚÛÈÛÌɯÓÌÎÐÚÓÈÛÜÙÌɀÚɯÔÈÒÌÜ×ɯÈÊÊÖÙËÐÕÎɯÛÖɯ3ÏÌɯ ËÝÖÊÈÛÌɀÚɯ,ÈÙÒɯ!ÈÓÓÈÙË: 
Gender:  Eighty-nine representatives and 31 senators are male, meaning that 84.5 percent of the Louisiana 

Legislature is male compared with 48.6 percent of the state's 4.3 million residents, according to American Community 

Survey's three-year estimate for 2006-2008, the U.S. Census Bureau's latest calculations.   

Race: Eighty-four representatives and 31 senators - 81 percent of the total - are white. Only 64 percent of the 

state's population is white.  

Occupation:  Louisiana's legislative body has 29 business people, five financial planners, 12 retirees, a couple of 

pharmacists and a funeral home director. By far the largest demographic is the 35 lawyers, who make up almost a quarter 

of the 144-member House and Senate. Lawyers compose about four-tenths of 1 percent of Louisiana's population.  

Socio-Economic Almost one of every five Louisiana residents lives in what the federal government defines as 

poverty. Their demographic is not represented at all and consequently their interests, generally, are ignored. 

Party Affiliation : Louisiana's 2010 House of Representatives has 50 Democratic members, 50 Republicans, three 

without party affiliation and two vacancies. The 39-member state Senate has 22 Democrats, 16 Republicans and one 

without a party.  ÊÊÖÙËÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯ2ÌÊÙÌÛÈÙàɯÖÍɯ2ÛÈÛÌɀÚɯÞÌÉÚÐÛÌȮɯÍÖÙɯƖƔƕƔȮɯÛÏÌÙÌɯÈÙÌɯƖȮƝƕƘȮƕƜƔɯÛÖÛÈÓɯÙÌÎÐÚÛÌÙÌËɯÝÖÛÌÙÚɯɬ 1.5 

million are Democrats; 750,000 are Republicans and 664,000 are Independents.   

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE With a House nearly evenly divided, it will be that much more 

important for House Speaker Jim Tucker (R) ɬ Terrytown, to reach across the aisles for support. The Speaker 

got ÖÍÍɯÛÖɯÈɯÙÖÊÒàɯÚÛÈÙÛɯÈÛɯÛÏÌɯÉÌÎÐÕÕÐÕÎɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÚÌÚÚÐÖÕɯÍÖÓÓÖÞÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯ2×ÌÈÒÌÙɯ/ÙÖɯ3ÌÔ×ÖÙÌɯÌÓÌÊÛÐÖÕȭɯ3ÜÊÒÌÙɀÚɯ

choice for his second in command was Joel Robideaux (I)-Lafayette who ultimately won. Tucker unseated 

committee members who switched their votes to Rep. Noble Ellington (D)- Winnsboro. Tucker said it was not 

a partisan move, “I’m a Republican.  I didn’t just discipline Democrats, I disciplined Republicans and Democrats.  And 

we also looked at moving people around because in a lot of cases, they would be better serving the committees they were 

moved to rather than the ones they were on.  So, I don’t see it being a problem at all.” Ellington told LPB that the move 

ÊÙÌÈÛÌËɯÚÖÔÌɯÛÌÕÚÐÖÕÚɯÈÛɯÛÏÌɯ"È×ÐÛÖÓɯÈÛɯÈɯÛÐÔÌɯÞÏÌÕɯÜÕÐÛàɯÐÚɯÝÌÙàɯÐÔ×ÖÙÛÈÕÛȭɯɁWe will have a number of issues – 

some issues that are coming down from the Governor’s office that will take 70 votes and right now, we’re almost equally 

divided – 50 Republicans, 50 Democrats, 3 Independents – we have 2 seats vacant.  So you can see that it’s going to 

definitely take us working together to be able to solve this.” Tucker feels that democracy will win out over politics, 

ɁWe’re here to move the state forward.  And it’s not about my personal feelings one way or the other, it’s about moving 

an agenda forward.  And no matter what that agenda is, people are going to vote for it before the day is over and they are 

going to vote the way their districts want them to vote.” 

http://www.rasmussenreports.com/public_content/politics/elections2/election_2010/election_2010_senate_elections/louisiana/election_2010_louisiana_senate
http://www.2theadvocate.com/columnists/89339537.html


In the April 5th Monroe News-Star ÈÕÈÓàÚÐÚȮɯÛÏÌɯÌËÐÛÖÙÚɯÞÙÐÛÌɯÛÏÈÛɯɁ6ÈÚÏÐÕÎÛÖÕɀÚɯÈÙÙÐÝÌËɯÈÛɯthe 

+ÖÜÐÚÐÈÕÈɯ"È×ÐÛÖÓȭɂɯ3ÏÌàɯÊÐÛÌȯ 

 A bill by Sen. A. G. Crowe, R-Slidell which will attempt to nullify the federal health care revamp, 

arguing the congressional legislation is unconstitutional.   

 A group of GOP lawmakers led by Rep. Nick Lorusso, R-New Orleans, is proposing legislation to 

force Congress to call a constitutional convention in which changes proposed by state Legislatures 

would be considered. Lorusso said in a statement the idea is to force Congress to show more fiscal 

restraint ant to limit the size of government.  

The News-Star ÈÛÛÙÐÉÜÛÌÚɯÞÏÈÛɯÐÛɯÚÌÌÚɯÈÚɯÎÙÖÞÐÕÎɯ×ÈÙÛÐÚÈÕÚÏÐ×ɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÎÙÖÞÛÏɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÚÛÈÛÌɀÚɯ1Ì×ÜÉÓÐÊÈÕɯ/ÈÙÛàɯ

ËÜÙÐÕÎɯ#ÌÔÖÊÙÈÛÐÊɯÍÖÙÔÌÙɯ&ÖÝȭɯ*ÈÛÏÓÌÌÕɯ!ÓÈÕÊÖɀÚɯÛÌÙÔȮɯ“and with the dawn of term limits, Republicans were able 

to force discussions and those discussions often came with partisan tones.”  

Trust in Politicians 
An April survey by the Pew Research Center shows only 22% of respondents trust the government in 

Washington ɬ among the lowest measures in 50 years.  According to Newsweek.com’s foreign editor Adam 

B. Kushner, a Louisiana native,  says residents of the Bayou State have just cause for distrust. Kushner writing 

about Louisiana, notes, ɁBased on numbers from a Justice Department report, it is the most corrupt state, with 

7.67 convictions per 100,000 residents over nine years. Another study calls the Bayou State the third-most 

corrupt stateɭÞÌÓÓɯÈÉÖÝÌɯ(ÓÓÐÕÖÐÚȭɂɯ*ÜÚÏÕÌÙɯattributes this to a culture of political corruption going back to 

Huey Long that continues to today.  

 -Both candidates from the 1991 gubernatorial election eventually landed in federal prisons: Edwin 

Edwards for selling casino licenses and prison contractsɭdrawing 17 convictions. Former KKK Grand 

Wizard, David Duke was later locked up for a mail-fraud scheme that duped thousands of followers 

into giving him money. 

 -U.S. Rep. William Jefferson was famously busted in a 2005 influence-peddling scheme with, 

according to an affidavitȮɯɆȜƝƔȮƔƔƔȱÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÍÙÌÌáÌr.ɂ In November, he received a 13-year prison 

sentence, the longest ever handed to a congressman for bribery. 

 The office of Insurance Commissioner whose three consecutive occupants got, in turn, 25 years in 1991 

for influence-peddling; 41 months in 1993 for selling $80,000 worth of insurance licenses; and six 

months in 2001 for lying to an FBI agent. 
 

Kushner also touches on U.S. Rep. Bob Livingston who had “harangued President Clinton for immoral sex 

with an intern—had just been elected Speaker of the House when it emerged he'd had his own affairs. The successor in his 

House seat, David Vitter, availed himself occasionally of prostitutes run by the famous D.C. Madam; today, he is a U.S. 

senator.”  !ÜÛɯÈ××ÈÙÌÕÛÓàɯÈɯÉÙÐÌÍɯÉÙÜÚÏɯÞÐÛÏɯÚÊÈÕËÈÓɯÏÈÚÕɀÛɯÏÜÙÛɯÐÕÊÜÔÉÌÕÛɯ1Ì×ÜÉÓÐÊÈÕɯ2ÌÕÈÛÖÙɯ5ÐÛÛÌÙɀÚɯÉÐËɯÍÖÙɯ

reelection in Louisiana so far. He remains more than 20 points ahead of his Democratic challenger, 

Congressman Charlie Melancon in a recent Rasmussen Reports survey.  

Kushner closes his report by noting, “The populist governor Earl Long once said that his constituents "don't 

want good government, they want good entertainment." For a man whose last term included confinement in a mental 

hospital, he obviously knew his electorate well.” 

 

Please watch  
άAre Politics Destroying Democracyέon Louisiana Public Square  

Wednesday, April 28, 2010 at 7 p.m. on LPB. 
 

Let us know your impression of state politics. 
Visit www.lpb.org/publicsquare  

to ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ǎǳǊǾŜȅ  
and share your comments. 

http://people-press.org/report/606/trust-in-government
http://www.newsweek.com/id/234825
http://www.corporatecrimereporter.com/corrupt100807.htm
http://www.justice.gov/criminal/pin/docs/arpt-2006.pdf
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2009/03/27/louisiana-beats-illinois_n_180051.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2009/03/27/louisiana-beats-illinois_n_180051.html
http://www.thesmokinggun.com/archive/davidduke1.html
http://www.cnn.com/2006/POLITICS/05/21/jefferson.search/index.html
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/events/clinton_under_fire/latest_news/237546.stm
http://blog.nola.com/updates/2007/07/vitter_had_five_calls_with_dc.html
http://www.lpb.org/publicsquare

