
Louisiana’s Top 10 Commodities 
Commodity Total Value 

1-Forestry $2.5 billion 
2-Poultry $884 million 

3-Sugarcane $752 million 
4-Horses $579 million 

5-Rice $519 million 
6-Marine fisheries $441 million 

7-Soybeans $369 million 
8-Beef cattle and calves $365 million 

9-Feed grains $363 million 
10-Aquaculture $319 million 

 

Source: LSU AgCenterôs ñHighlights of Louisiana Agriculture 2009ò 

 

 
 

Louisiana Grown : 
Agriculture across the State  

 

Take a drive across Louisiana and you will  see towering pine forests, acres of fertile 

farmland , marshland and fields of grazing cattle. What many may view as just a part of our 

landscape is actually, dollar-wise, ÛÏÌɯÚÛÈÛÌɀÚɯÓÈÙÎÌÚÛɯÌÊÖÕÖÔÐÊɯÌÕÎÐÕÌȭ From sugarcane and 

shrimp to lumber, cattle, chicken and corn, agriculture is big business in Louisiana.  

"ÖÕÛÙÐÉÜÛÐÕÎɯÉÐÓÓÐÖÕÚɯÖÍɯËÖÓÓÈÙÚɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÚÛÈÛÌɀÚɯÌÊÖÕÖÔàȮɯ+ÖÜÐÚÐÈÕÈɯÈÎÙÐÊÜÓÛÜÙÌɯÈÓÚÖɯ×ÙÖÝÐËÌÚɯ

jobs for thousands of farmers, fishers, foresters, and ranchers. Nearly 10% of ÛÏÌɯÚÛÈÛÌɀÚ 

workforce is employed directly or indirectly by agriculture. But this often overlooke d asset is 

facing economic hits. And while demand for  food will continue to grow worldwide , 

Louisiana like the rest of the nation faces a diminishing number of full -time producers. So 

ÞÏÈÛɯÊÏÈÓÓÌÕÎÌÚɯËÖɯÛÏÌɯÚÛÈÛÌɀÚɯÍÖÖËɯÈÕË fiber industries face? And what does the future hold 

ÍÖÙɯÈÓÓɯÛÏÐÕÎÚɯɁ+ÖÜÐÚÐÈÕÈɯ&ÙÖÞÕɂȳ  

Agricultur al Footprint  
There are 175 different commodities that are part 

of the Louisiana agriculture economy. These include 

plant, animal, fisheries and wildlife. LSU AgCenter Vice 

Chancellor Paul Coreil  saysȮɯɁOutside of California, we 

have the most diverse agricultural economy in the ÞÖÙÓËȭɂOf 

the more than 27 million acres of land in the state, the 

majority of them - 85% - are involved in agriculture, 

forestry or aquaculture.  

Agricultur al Challenges  
In total, Louisiana  agricultural products 

contributed $4.9 ÉÐÓÓÐÖÕɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÚÛÈÛÌɀÚɯÌconomy as they 

left the farm gate in 2009. Coupled with the  ɁÝÈÓÜÌɯ

ÈËËÌËɂɯÈÚɯÛÏÖÚÌɯ×ÙÖËÜÊÛÚɯÔÈËÌ their way to consumers, Louisiana agriculture in 2009 had a total 

economic value of $8.3 billion . But as LSU AgCenter economist John Westra pointed out to the Press 

Club earlier this year, this was the lowest contribution since 2002 and down from $9.5 billion in 2008. 

One reason for the lower  numbers was the 25% ËÙÖ×ɯÐÕɯÌÈÊÏɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÚÛÈÛÌɀÚɯÛÞÖɯÉÐÎÎÌÚÛɯÈÎÙÐÊÜÓÛÜÙÈÓɯ

industries ɬ forestry and poultry.  

Recession  Ɂ3ÏÌɯÙÌÊÌÚÚÐÖÕɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯÏÖÜÚÐÕÎɯÔÈÙÒÌÛɯÊÖÓÓÈ×ÚÌɯÐÕɯÔÈÕàɯÙÌÎÐÖÕÚɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÊÖÜÕÛÙàɯÞÌÙÌɯÛÏÌɯ

ÉÐÎÎÌÚÛɯÍÈÊÛÖÙÚɯÛÏÈÛɯÏÜÙÛɯÛÏÌɯÍÖÙÌÚÛÙàɯÐÕËÜÚÛÙàȮɂ Westra says. Two paper mills have closed in the state in 

the past two years causing a drop in demand for paper and wood products. The home construction 

ÉÜÚÐÕÌÚÚɯÐÚɯÈÓÚÖɯËÖÞÕɯÈÕËɯÞÖÕɀÛɯÙÌÉÖÜÕËɯɁÜÕÛÐÓɯÜÕÌÔ×ÓÖàÔÌÕÛɯÎÖÌÚɯËÖÞÕȮɂ Westra said. Despite the 

recent downturn, "ÏÈÙÓÌÚɯ ȭɯɁ!ÜÊÒɂɯ5ÈÕËÌÙÚÛÌÌÕȮɯwith  the Louisiana Forestry Association recently 

told LPB that the ɁÊÖÙÌɯÖÍɯÍÖÙÌÚÛÙàɯÐÚɯÚÛÐÓÓɯÚÛÙÖÕÎȭɂ  He cites the recent reopening of one of three closed 

pulp and paper facilities as a positive sign.  

3ÏÌɯÚÛÈÛÌɀs poultry industry drop from $1.2 billion in 2008 to $884 million in 2009 can 

partly be attributed to the recession as well. Even though Foster Farms took over the poultry 

processing plant in Farmerville ÊÓÖÚÌËɯÉàɯ/ÐÓÎÙÐÔɀÚɯ/ÙÐËÌɯÖÝÌÙɯÈɯàÌÈÙɯÈÎÖȮɯÐÛɯÐÚɯÕÖÛ operating 

the plant at the level it had been before the sale, Westra said. 3ÏÌɯÚÛÈÛÌɀÚɯÕÜÙÚÌÙàɯÊÙÖ×ɯÚÌÊÛÖÙɯ

has also suffered due to less residential and commercial landscape installation projects.  

https://www.lsuagcenter.com/NR/rdonlyres/E419CD7F-4E09-4BD0-A62E-DEA90829D406/68067/HighlightsofAg2009LOWRES.pdf
http://beta.lpb.org/index.php/publicsquare/topic/07_10_-_louisiana_grown_agriculture_in_the_sugar_state/
http://beta.lpb.org/index.php/publicsquare/topic/07_10_-_louisiana_grown_agriculture_in_the_sugar_state/


About Louisiana farmers 
*Average age 57 

*Farming is primary occupation 40% 
*Farming is secondary occupation 60% 

*African-American 6% 
*Caucasian 93% 

*Other 1% 
*Female 28% 
*Male 72% 

Source: ñHighlights of Louisiana Agriculture 2009ò 

Graying of Farmers    According to the United Nations, thÌɯÞÖÙÓËɀÚɯcurrent population is 6.7 

billion and is estimated to rise to rise to 9.2 billion by 2050. Louisiana Department of Agriculture 

Commissioner Mike Strain recently noted at a Press Club presentation that the world will  have to 

double food production  by 2050 in order to meet this growing population.  The U.S. Department of 

 ÎÙÐÊÜÓÛÜÙÌɀÚɯÓÈÛÌÚÛɯagricultural census reveals that the average age of agricultural producers in 

America is slowly rising and fewer young people are entering the profession. The average age of the 

American farmer is 57 years old. The average age of the Louisiana farmer is 57.3 years old. The 

average age of the Louisiana rancher and forester is 65. 

Nationally, the agricultural census also reveals, the 

number of farm operators under 25 years of age has 

decreased 30% from 2002 ɬ 2007.  

 Jack Cutshall is the 72 year-old owner of the Rafter 

J Ranch in Glenmora . Cutshall says the average herd size 

for ranchers in the U.S. is 40 heads and he identifies the 

industry as Ɂa ÚÌÕÐÖÙɯÊÐÛÐáÌÕɯÚÔÈÓÓɯÉÜÚÐÕÌÚÚȭɂ Cutshall notes, 

Ɂ Ú many of us senior citizens go out of the business, tÏÌÙÌɀs no 

one to take the gap; nÖɯÖÕÌɯÛÖɯÍÐÓÓɯÐÕȭɂ 
 

Profitability    Strain says that in order for the state to grow its agricultural base, Ɂit  has to grow 

its profitabilityȭɂ Food producers face rising costs of fuel, fertilizers, pesticides, equipment, and 

ÛÙÈÕÚ×ÖÙÛÈÛÐÖÕȭɯɁBy time you eat off your plateɂɯStrain says, Ɂthat food has been transported 17 ÛÐÔÌÚȭɂ 

Energy costs for farmers across the nation are expected to rise $700 million between 2012 and 2018. 

Rancher Cutshall notes, Ɂ ɯÓÖÛɯÖÍɯ×ÌÖ×ÓÌɯËÖÕɀÛɯÙÌÈÓÐáÌɯÛÏÌɯÍÌÙÛÐÓÐáÌÙɯÞÌɯÜÚÌɯÊÖÔÌÚɯÍÙÖÔɯÕÈÛÜÙÈÓɯÎÈÚȭɯ6ÌɯÏÈÝÌɯÛÖɯ

be as energy efficient as ÞÌɯÊÈÕȭɂɯ 

Regulations   Climate-change legislation aimed at reducing greenhouse gases will 

not only target large industrial plant s. So called Ɂcap and tÙÈËÌɂ legislation will also affect 

agricultural producers . Ɂ"ap and trade would be devastating for the people of Louisiana because of 

ÐÕÊÙÌÈÚÌÚɯÛÖɯÌÕÌÙÎàɯÊÖÚÛÚɯÈÕËɯÌÝÌÙàÛÏÐÕÎɯÐÛɯÛÖÜÊÏÌÚȮɯɁStrain says. Ɂ(ÛɀÚɯÌÚÛÐÔÈÛÌËɯÐÕ the next 25 years if cap and 

trade passes, it would decrease profitability on Louisiana farms by 30-Ɨƙɯ×ÌÙÊÌÕÛȭɂ Strain says the legislation 

impacts rice farmers unfairly ȭɯɁUnder current situations, a rice farmer would have to pay into the system for 

the amount of gas released from a ÙÐÊÌɯÍÈÙÔȮɯɁStrain says, Ɂyet the amount of gas released from an acre of rice is 

inconsequential compared to the marsh right beside itȭɂ  

Supporters of cap-and-trade say farmers may actually make money off the legislation. If 

farmers reduce the amount of carbon emitted, industries failing to meet the EPA's emission standards 

can buy credits from them. U.S. Department of Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack says that the 

credits will provide more money to farmers than the energy costs will take away.  

 Producers are also facing a proposed modification to the Clean Water Act that would  broaden 

EPA authority over certain bodies of water. Ɂ$/ ɯÞÖÜÓËɯÏÈÝÌɯÙÌÎÜÓÈÛÖÙàɯÈÜÛÏÖÙÐÛàɯÖÝÌÙɯÔàɯÍÈÙÔɯ×ÖÕËÚȮɯ

ɁCutshall says. The change will  create an undue burden on an industry that already sees stewardship 

as a good business practice, says Cutshall, ɁIn the United States forty percent of the land mass is grazing 

land, so, forty percent of the land is managed by people who want to conserve water, soil and wildlifeȭɂ  

By planting crims on clover on his hay fields, Cutshall has reduced his fertilizer  usage and 

environmental impact. The clover converts atmospheric nitrogen into soil nitrogen  ÛÏÈÛɯËÖÌÚÕɀÛɯÙÜÕɯ

off ɬ an environmental concern that contributes to the &ÜÓÍɀÚ Ɂ#ÌÈËɯ9ÖÕÌɂ. Ɂ.ÕɯÛÖËÈàɀÚɯÔÈÙÒÌÛɯÛÏÌɯ

benefits of the nitrogen fertilizer that I get from the clover amounts to about $1000Ȯɂ Cutshall says, Ɂ2ÖɯÛÏÐÚɯÐÚɯ

ÈɯÔÈÑÖÙɯÚÈÝÐÕÎÚȭɂ The +24ɯ Î"ÌÕÛÌÙɀÚɯLouisiana Master Farmer Program  helps agricultural pr oducers 

voluntarily address environmental concerns and enhance their production and resource management 

skills . The last federal farm bill provides financial assis tance to eligible Louisiana Master Farmers to 

implement conservation practices on their land.  

https://www.lsuagcenter.com/NR/rdonlyres/E419CD7F-4E09-4BD0-A62E-DEA90829D406/68067/HighlightsofAg2009LOWRES.pdf
http://beta.lpb.org/index.php/publicsquare/topic/07_10_-_louisiana_grown_agriculture_in_the_sugar_state/
http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/Publications/2007/Online_Highlights/Fact_Sheets/index.asp
http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/Publications/2007/Online_Highlights/Fact_Sheets/demographics.pdf
http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/Publications/2007/Online_Highlights/Fact_Sheets/demographics.pdf
http://www.epa.gov/captrade/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clean_Water_Act
http://www.gulfhypoxia.net/Overview/
http://www.lsuagcenter.com/en/environment/conservation/


About Louisiana Farms 
Family farms  85% 
Partnerships  8% 
Corporations  7% 
 
Source: ñHighlights of Louisiana Agriculture 2009ò 

Agricultur al Opportunitie s 
The latest federal agricultural census figures show a continuation in the trend towards more 

small and very large farms and fewer m id-sized operations. Between 2002 and 2007, the number of 

farms with sales of less than $2,500 increased by 74,000. In 2009, 85% of Louisiana farms were family 

farms with partnerships and corporations accounting for the remaining 15%. T he average value of 

agricultural production per farm in Louisiana  was $177,000. To increase profitability, Louisiana 

agricultural growers and researchers have been working towards expanding markets and practicing 

more precise production.  

Expanding markets   Vandersteen says that while 

the recession may be out of our handsȮɯɁ3ÏÌɯÔÈÙÒÌÛÚɯÞÌɯÊÈÕɯ

encourageȭɂ He is optimistic that tax incentives offered by the 

state can help ɁÛÖɯ ÉÜÐÓËɯ Èɯ +ÖÜÐÚÐÈÕÈɯ ÛÏÈÛɯ ÐÚɯ ÈÛÛÙÈÊÛÐÝÌɯ ÍÖÙɯ

ÉÜÚÐÕÌÚÚÌÚɯ ÛÖɯ ÊÖÔÌȭɂɯThrough recent tax incentives and 

research, Louisiana has been attracting businesses and 

opening new markets that promise to add value to its agricultural products.    

Ɂ5ÈÓÜÌ-addedɂ is a catch-all term that includes any method that increases the value of a 

×ÙÖËÜÊÌÙɀÚɯÏÈÙÝÌÚÛ. LSU AgCenter economist John Westra, Ph.D. says value-added agriculture as a 

×ÈÙÛɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÚÛÈÛÌɀÚɯÌÊÖÕÖÔàɯɁÐÚɯÉÌÛÞÌÌÕɯ$9 and $10 billion annually and constitutes about 10% of the 

ÞÖÙÒÍÖÙÊÌɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯÚÛÈÛÌȭɂ For example, Westra notes that before rice reaches your plate it is sorted, 

cleaned, polished, and bagged. All of those ɁÐÕɯÉÌÛÞÌÌÕɯÌÊÖÕÖÔÐÊɯÈÊÛÐÝÐÛÐÌÚɯÊÖÕÛÙÐÉÜÛÌɯÛÖɯÛÏÈÛɯÝÈÓÜÌɯÈËËÌËɯ

ÊÖÔ×ÖÕÌÕÛɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯÔÖÙÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÖÚÌɯÈÊÛÐÝÐÛÐÌÚɯÛÏÈÛɯÖÊÊÜÙɯÞÐÛÏÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÚÛÈÛÌȮɯÛÏÌɯÉÌÛÛÌÙɯÐÛɯÐÚɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯÚÛÈÛÌɀÚɯÌÊÖÕÖÔàȮɯɁɯ

Westra says, ɁBecause those activities have jobs associated with them, tax revenue associated with them ,all of 

ÛÏÖÚÌɯÛÏÐÕÎÚɯÊÖÕÛÙÐÉÜÛÌɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÚÛÈÛÌɀÚɯÌÊÖÕÖÔàȭɂ  Úɯ2ÛÙÈÐÕɯÐÕËÐÊÈÛÌÚȮɯɁAnywhere we can add value to that core 

resource, multiplies the economic benefit that we have. And at each sÛÈÎÌɯÞÌɀÙÌɯÞÖÙÒÐÕÎɯÞÐÛÏɯÈÕËɯÌÕÊÖÜÙÈÎÐÕÎɯ

our farmers, or our cooperatives, or the groups of farmers coming together and our businesses to take full 

ÈËÝÈÕÛÈÎÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÈÛȭɂɯThe following are some recent success stories: 

Cotton Spinning facility in Lacas sine 

In December, Zagis USA commissioned a 128,000-square-foot cotton spinning mill in Lacassine , 

the first of two mills that the company has committed to build in Louisiana. Louisiana Economic  

Development (LED) estimates that when the new Zagis spinning mills are in full production they will 

utilize between ƕƙɯÛÖɯƖƔɯ×ÌÙÊÌÕÛɯÖÍɯ+ÖÜÐÚÐÈÕÈɀÚɯÊÖÛÛÖÕɯÊÙÖ×ɯÛÖɯÚ×ÐÕɯàÈÙÕȭɯɯ&ÖÝÌÙÕÖÙɯ)ÐÕËÈÓɯÚÈÐËɯÈÛɯÛÏÌɯ

commissioning ceremony, Ɂ(nstead of Louisiana exporting our raw goods so others can profit, we are now 

ÊÙÌÈÛÐÕÎɯÝÈÓÜÌɯÈËËÌËɯÑÖÉÚɯÏÌÙÌɯÈÕËɯÏÌÓ×ÐÕÎɯÖÜÙɯÍÈÙÔÌÙÚɯÈÛɯÛÏÌɯÚÈÔÌɯÛÐÔÌȭɂ 
 

Sweet Potato Processing Plant in Delhi  

ConAgra is spending $155 million to build a sweet potato processing plant ÐÕɯ #ÌÓÏÐȭɯ (ÛɀÚɯ

scheduled to open in the fall of 2010 and initially employ 275 people at an average salary of about 

$35,000. The plant will turn Louisiana sweet potatoes into French fries, waffle fries and other products. 

ConAgra has been working with scientists at the LSU AgCenter and elsewhere to change some 

characteristics of sweet potatoes."We're witnessing a revolution in the making, not unlike potatoes bred 

to become French fries,ò says Jan de Weerd, vice president of global agricultural services with 

ConAgra. 

Wood Pellet Facility at Port of Baton Rouge  

Point Bio Energy, LLC is building a $100 million wood pellet -making plant  at the Port of 

Greater Baton Rouge. The plant will take in 800,000 tons annually of timber harvested within a 150-

mile radius , grind it down to sawdust and compact it into small pellets to be sold in bulk to Europe.  

Wood-pellet burning stov es are common in European homes. Port of Greater Baton Rouge Executive 

Director Jay Hardman says "It is an innovative project that will provide a tremendous benefit to the forest 

products industry, which is so important to our state's economy." 

 

https://www.lsuagcenter.com/NR/rdonlyres/E419CD7F-4E09-4BD0-A62E-DEA90829D406/68067/HighlightsofAg2009LOWRES.pdf
http://cotton247.com/supplychain/spinning/?storyid=925
http://www.lambweston.com/Delhi/index.jsp
file:///G:/JULY%20-%20Agriculture/BACKGROUNDER/.http:/www.louisianaeconomicdevelopment.com/led-news/news-releases/point-bio-energy-announces-new-wood-pellet-facility-at-the-port-of-greater-baton-rouge.aspx


Jazzman Rice 

The first U.S.-bred Jasmine-type aromatic rice variety named Jazzman has been developed at 

the LSU Ag- "ÌÕÛÌÙɀÚɯ1ÐÊÌɯ1ÌÚÌÈÙÊÏɯ2ÛÈÛÐÖÕ and released in 2009. Jazzman has similar cooking 

qualities to imported Thai Jasmine. Jazzman will open up new markets for Louisiana rice farmers .  

Biofuel Industry  

Although t he use of corn as an ethanol feedstock is expected to continue to grow, the future 

direction of the biofuel industry lies with the development of more advanced production 

processes that use, among other things, cellulose. Potential cellulosic sources include trees, 

agricultural crops and perennial grasses. Michael Salassi, with the LSU AgCenterɀÚ Department of 

Agricultural Economics & Agribusiness wrote recently that Ɂ+ÖÜÐÚÐÈÕÈɯÏÈÚɯ×ÙÖÉÈÉÓàɯÖÕÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÎÙÌÈÛÌÚÛɯ

arrays of diverse feedstock production potential for cellulosic ethanol and advanced biofuel production in the 

ÊÖÜÕÛÙàȭɂɯHigh -fiber sugarcane and switchgrass are a few of the potential crops being evaluated. 

Strain enthusiastically statesȮɯɁ3ÏÐÕÒɯÈÉÖÜÛɯ+ÖÜÐÚÐÈÕÈ ɬ 14 million acres of our 27.8 million acres are in trees. 

That can be used for lumber, pulp, paper, and it can also be used for energy. And the energy sector is real and 

ÝÌÙàɯÌßÊÐÛÐÕÎɯÊÖÔ×ÖÕÌÕÛɯÖÍɯÛÏÈÛɯÈÕËɯÞÌɀÙÌɯÎÖÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÛÈÒÌɯÍÜÓÓɯÈËÝÈÕÛÈÎÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÈÛȭɂ 

Grooming of Farmers    With an aging populati on of producers and fewer people entering 

the agricultura l profession, there are fears that our state and nation could lose its ability to remain 

competitive in national and global agricultural markets.  The LSU AgCenter has just begun the 

Ɂ+ÖÜÐÚÐÈÕÈɯ8ÖÜÕÎɯ Îɯ/ÙÖËÜÊÌÙÚɯ/ÙÖÎÙÈÔɂɯÖÙɯ+È8 //, a one-year intensive classroom/hands-on, 

mentor-based experience that introduces high school juniors and seniors to the options available in 

the areas of food and fiber production . The goal is to encourage them to consider a career in 

agricultural production. The Louisiana Farm Bureau, through its Young Farmers and Ranchers 

program , assists those young producers already in the business with information  on current issues in 

the agriculture community  so they can make informed decisions about their plans and programs for 

the year.   

GPS and the Farmer    As a way of reducing  fertilizer costs ɬ as well as increase yields ɬ  

farmers are turning to technology . Richard Fontenot, a fourth generation farmer and one of the 

owners and operators of R&N Farms in Ville Platte, uses technology throughout his crop 

cycle. After collecting and analyzing several soil samples from a plot of land, Fontenot 

says, he is able to input  that data into a fertilizer applicator that uses a Global 

Positioning System (GPS) to ɁÈ××Óàɯ ÛÏÖÚÌɯ ËÐÍÍÌÙÌÕÛɯ ÕÜÛÙÐÌÕÛÚɯ ÈÛɯ ËÐÍÍÌÙÌÕÛɯ ÈÔÖÜÕÛÚɯ

ÛÏÙÖÜÎÏÖÜÛɯÛÏÌɯÍÐÌÓËɯÉÈÚÌËɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯÚÖÐÓɯÙÌØÜÐÙÌÔÌÕÛÚȭɂɯ Duri ng harvesting of rice or 

soybeans, Fontenot again uses GPS on a combine with a flow compensator that 

provides  ɁÈÕɯȿon the goɀ yield monitoring so that we can come back and retreat or analyze different sections of 

the field based on performance at the end oÍɯÛÏÌɯÊÙÖ××ÐÕÎɯàÌÈÙȭɂ By using technology, Fontenot notes, ɁWÌɀÙÌɯ

making more crops using less fertilizer. WÌɀÙÌɯÑÜÚÛɯ×ÜÛÛÐÕÎɯÐÛɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÙÐÎÏÛɯ×ÓÈÊÌȭɂ The use of laser leveling to 

ÓÌÝÌÓɯÍÐÌÓËÚɯÌÕÚÜÙÌÚɯÛÏÈÛɯÛÏÌɯÍÈÙÔɀÚɯÞÈÛÌÙɯÜÚÌɯÐÚɯÒÌ×ÛɯÛÖɯÈɯÔÐÕÐÔÜÔȭɯ 

Buy fr esh; Buy local     Another market for producers that has been steadily increasing over 

the last ten years are local farmerɀs markets. The USDA says that farmers' markets in the US have 

grown from 1,755 in 1994 to 5,274 in 2009. From 2008 to 2009 alone there was a 13% nationwide 

increase.  First Lady, Michelle  Obama, as part of her efforts to fight childhood obesity has 

brought attention to the movement .  She is the first First Lady since Eleanor Roosevelt to 

plant a garden on the White House lawn and she helped to ÊÏÙÐÚÛÌÕɯÈɯÕÌÞɯÍÈÙÔÌÙɀÚɯÔÈÙÒÌÛɯ

in D.C. Farmers' markets allow farmers to pick produce at the peak of flavor, preserve the 

nutr itional content , and sell directly to the  public, eliminating the middleman . As BREADA, a 

nonprofit organization that operates the Main Street and Red Stick Farmers Markets in Baton Rouge 

notes on its wÌÉÚÐÛÌȮɯɁBuying locally grown means your food will be thousands of miles fresher and taste 

better than food shipped long distances. Buy Fresh Buy Local strengthens the local economy and keeps food 

dollars circulating in the state of Louisiana.ɂɯThe state has ÖÝÌÙɯƕƖƔɯ%ÈÙÔÌÙɀÚɯ,ÈÙÒÌÛÚ.   

http://www.lsuagcenter.com/en/our_offices/research_stations/Rice/
http://www.lsuagcenter.com/en/community/leadership/la_yapp/
http://www.lfbf.org/programs
http://www.lfbf.org/programs
http://voices.washingtonpost.com/all-we-can-eat/food-politics/number-of-farmers-markets-mush.html?wprss=all-we-can-eat
http://voices.washingtonpost.com/all-we-can-eat/food-politics/number-of-farmers-markets-mush.html?wprss=all-we-can-eat
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/19/AR2009031902886.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/09/17/AR2009091704558.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/09/17/AR2009091704558.html
http://www.redstickfarmersmarket.org/main/inside.php?page=buy_fresh_buy_local
http://www.ldaf.state.la.us/portal/Portals/0/ACS/farmersmarkets%202010.pdf


Fisheries Louisianaôs sixth most valuable 
agricultural commodity is Marine Fisheries and the 
state is the largest supplier of domestic seafood in 
the continental United States. This economic sector 
is being threatened by the oil spill in the Gulf of 
Mexico. Louisiana Public Square travels to the coast 
in August for ñCrisis in the Gulf: Louisiana and the 
Oil Spillò to explore the impact to its landscape and 
livelihood. Catch the full program, Wednesday, 

August 25, 2010 at 7 p.m. on LPB. 

The Future  
Faced with an ongoing recession and the recent 

Gulf Oil spill, Vandersteen with the Louisiana Forestry 

Association recently reflected , ɁDuring these very 

ÊÏÈÓÓÌÕÎÐÕÎɯÛÐÔÌÚɯÛÏÈÛɯÞÌɀÙÌɯÐÕɯÐÕɯ+ÖÜÐÚÐÈÕÈɯȱit appears to 

me that Louisiana will need to look more closely at its 

traditional industries ɬ agriculture; forestry will be the core 

industries that will help Louisiana pull through this downturn 

ÐÕɯÖÜÙɯÌÊÖÕÖÔàȭɂ  

Commissioner Strain feels that Louisiana is in a 

unique position of strength for what lies ahead, ɁIn one generation, this generation, America will 

grow by over 100 million people. Our population will grow worldwide by thirty to fifty percent 

and we have to move forward to feed them, house them, clothe them and provide energyɂɯStrain 

says, Ɂ6e have the ability to produce; we have the land to produce; we have oil and 

ÎÈÚȱand methods of transportation. And we have people that know how to do it. And we 

are engaged in the process and that is why you see so many new activities coming to 

Louisianaȭɂ 

 

 
Please watch 

“Louisiana Grown: Agriculture across the State” 
on Louisiana Public Square 

Wednesday, July 28, 2010 at 7 p.m. on LPB. 
 
 

Visit www.lpb.org/publicsquare 
and share your comments. 

 

 

 
External Links 

Louisiana Department of Agriculture - www.ldaf.state.la.us 
LSU AgCenter - www.lsuagcenter.com/ 

Louisiana Forestry Association - www.laforestry.com 
Louisiana Cattlemenõs Association ð www.labeef.org 

Louisiana Farmerõs Markets - www.ldaf.state.la.us/portal/Portals/0/ACS/farmersmarkets%2020 10.pdf 
Whatõs in season at your local farmerõs market?: 

www.ldaf.state.la.us/portal/Portals/0/MKT/Farmers%20Market/LOUISIANA%20HARVEST%20C ALENDAR.pdf  

 
 

 

http://www.lpb.org/publicsquare
http://www.ldaf.state.la.us/portal/Portals/0/ACS/farmersmarkets%202010.pdf
http://www.ldaf.state.la.us/portal/Portals/0/MKT/Farmers%20Market/LOUISIANA%20HARVEST%20CALENDAR.pdf

