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Louisiana Grown :
Agriculture across the State

Take a drive across Louisiana andyou will seetowering pine forests, acres offertile
farmland , marshland and fields of grazing cattle. What many may view as just a part of our
landscape is actually, dollar-wise, UT I wUUEUI z UwOE UT IFior sudakedd©®&nd®DE wi C
shrimp to lumber, cattle, chicken and corn, agriculture is big business in Louisiana.
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jobs for thousands of farmers, fishers, foresters, and ranchers.Nearly 10% of UT 1 w U U
workforce is employed directly or indirectly by agriculture. But this often overlooke d asset is
facing economic hits. And while demand for food will continue to grow worldwide
Louisiana like the rest of the nation faces a diminishing number of full -time producers. So
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Agricultur al Footprint Louisiana’s Top 10 Commodities
There are 175 different commodities that are part fgmmidlté;cga)l_?ll_alue
of the Louisiana agriculture economy. These include “rOrestry . I |_on
2-Poultry $884 million

plant, animal, fisheries and wildlife. LSU AgCenter Vice i
. : . - 3-Sugarcane $752 million
Chancellor Paul Coreil saysO WWdside of California, we ot
. . e e B 4-Horses $579 million
have the most diverse agricultural economy inkhe U Of= 6 2 5-Rice $519 million
the more than 27 million acres of land in the state, the

majority of them - 85% - are involved in agriculture, ShInS EEIES $44% r_mlhon
7-Soybeans $369 million
forestry or aquaculture.

8-Beef cattle and calves $365 million

Agricultur al Challenges _ 9-Feed grains $363 million )/
In total, Louisiana agricultural products 10-Aquaculture $319 million

contributed $4.9 EE)OOE)OOuJUOmmbmyIasltheyEUI ZULU . o
urce: LSU RAdHiCehltiegldss ofikolisi

left the farm gate in 2009. Coupled with the ? YE O U I w
EEEI E2 wWEUwWUT OUI thekx wWad o &énEubhensO Foiidiana agriculture in 2009 had a total
economic value of $8.3 billion. But as LSU AgCenter economist John Westrapointed out to the Press
Club earlier this year, this was the lowest contribution since 2002 and down from $9.5 billion in 2008.
One reason for the lower numbers was the 25%E UOx wDOwl EET wOl wUI T wUUEUT z Uw!
industries ¢ forestry and poultry.

Recession ? 31T 1 wUI ETl UUPOOWEOGEwWUT | wi OUUDPOT wOEUOI DWwEDBOO
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the past two years causing a drop in demand for paper and Wood products The home construction
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recentdownturn, " T EUOI Uw 8 w?! UEwih thé& LEJl@sFianaLFUreBtryl A@@auatlon recently
told LPB thatthe ? EOQUIT wOi w i OUI UHeUitesuieWaodntlrddieaing Of bk @Qhree Tlosed
pulp and paper facilities as a positive sign.
/‘3 31 1 w pobltylingustry drop from $1.2 billion in 2008 to $884 million in 2009 can
Z_ |\ partly be attributed to the recession as well. Even though Foster Farms took over the poultry
\,‘J processing plant in Farmervile EOOUT EwEa w/ DOT UPOz Uw/ Udfetatn®d Y1 UwE u
the plant at the level it had been before the sale, Westra said3 1 | wUUEUI z UwOUUUI Ua
has also suffered due to less residential and commerciallandscape installation projects.


https://www.lsuagcenter.com/NR/rdonlyres/E419CD7F-4E09-4BD0-A62E-DEA90829D406/68067/HighlightsofAg2009LOWRES.pdf
http://beta.lpb.org/index.php/publicsquare/topic/07_10_-_louisiana_grown_agriculture_in_the_sugar_state/
http://beta.lpb.org/index.php/publicsquare/topic/07_10_-_louisiana_grown_agriculture_in_the_sugar_state/

Graying of Farmers  According to the United Nations, thl w b O W@Erg pbpulation is 6.7
billion and is estimated to rise to rise to 9.2 billion by 2050. Louisiana Department of Agriculture
Commissioner Mike Strain recently noted at a Press Club presentationthat the world will have to
double food production by 2050 in order to meet this growing population. The U.S. Department of

T UDPE UOUU @drieukural @ehtlk tkikals that the average age of agricultural producers in
America is slowly rising and fewer young people are entering the profession. The average age of the
American farmer is 57 years old. The average age of theLouisiana farmer is 57.3 yeas old. The

. average age of thelLouisiana rancher and forester is 65.
About Louisiana farmers ) :
” Nationally, the agricultural census also reveals, the
Average age 57
*Farming is primary occupation 40% number of farm operators under 25 years of age has
*Farming is secondary occupation 60% decreased 30% from 2002 2007.
*African-American 6% Jack Cutshallis the 72 year-old owner of the Rafter
*Caucasian 93% J Ranchin Glenmora. Cutshall says the average herd size
= *Qther 1% for ranchers in the U.S. is 40 headsand he identifies the
)@ *Female 28% industry as PaUi OPOUWE D UD & | CishdlnbtesOwE UUD
i “*Male 72% - ? tdany of us senioritizens go out of the busines$, t §Jdoz
Source:fiHi ghl ights of Louisiana .. o ~ . . 4 £ ~ =
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Profitability ~ Strain saysthat in order for the state to grow its agricultural base, 7it has to grow
its profitabilityd ?Food producers face rising costs of fuel, fertilizers, pesticides, equipment, and
Energy costs for farmers across the nation are expected to rise $700 million between 2012 and 2018.
Rancher Cutshall notes,? wOOU WOl wx] OxO0l wedOzUwUI EOPA&T wUOI T wil UuUbD
be as energy efficiented WEE 08 2 w

Regulations  Climate-change legislation aimed at reducing greenhouse gases will
not only target large industrial plant s. So called ?cap and tU E E legislation will also affect
agricultural producers . ? 'ap and trade would be devastating fioe people of Louisiana because

trade passes, it would decrease profitability on Louisiana fayrB8-b k w x | $ain GdyDthe legislation
impacts rice farmers unfairly 6 WrRler current situations, a rice farmer would have to pay into the system for
theamount of gas released from) B E | uStr&in k8y€) dyé the anount of gas released fran acre of rice is
inconsequential comparedttee marsh right besidedt 2

Supporters of cap-and-trade say farmers may actually make money off the legislation. If
farmers reduce the amount of carbon emitted, industries failing to meet the EPA's emission standards
can buy credits from them. U.S. Department of Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack says that the
credits will provide more money to farmers than the energy costs will take away.

Producers are also facinga proposed modification to the Clean Water Act that would broaden
EPA authority over certain bodies of water.? $/ wbPOUOEwl EYI wUI T UOEUOUawWEUUI
?Cutshall says. The change will create anundue burden on an industry that already seesstewardship
as a good business practice, says Cutshall, ?In the United Statedforty percentof the land mass is grazing
land, sq forty percenbf theland is managed by people who want to conserve water, soil and ®itdlife

By planting crims on clover on his hay fields, Cutshall has reduced his fertilizer usage and
environmental impact. The clover converts atmospheric nitrogen into soil nitrogen U1 EUwWE O1 U0z O w
off + an environmental concern that contributes to the & UOR Z U EE w920 wUOEEaz UwOEUC
benefits of the nitrogen fertilizer that | get from the clover amoungbout $1000 €utshall says,? 2 OwUT DU wbH

voluntarily address environmental concerns and enhance their production and resource management
skills. The last federal farm bill provides financial assistance to eligible Louisiana Master Farmers to
implement conservation practices on their land.


https://www.lsuagcenter.com/NR/rdonlyres/E419CD7F-4E09-4BD0-A62E-DEA90829D406/68067/HighlightsofAg2009LOWRES.pdf
http://beta.lpb.org/index.php/publicsquare/topic/07_10_-_louisiana_grown_agriculture_in_the_sugar_state/
http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/Publications/2007/Online_Highlights/Fact_Sheets/index.asp
http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/Publications/2007/Online_Highlights/Fact_Sheets/demographics.pdf
http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/Publications/2007/Online_Highlights/Fact_Sheets/demographics.pdf
http://www.epa.gov/captrade/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clean_Water_Act
http://www.gulfhypoxia.net/Overview/
http://www.lsuagcenter.com/en/environment/conservation/

Agricultur al Opportunitie s

The latest federal agricultural census figures show a continuation in the trend towards more
small and very large farms and fewer mid-sized operations. Between 2002 and 2007, the number of
farms with sales of less than $2,500 increased by 74,000n 2009, 85% of Louisiana farms were family
farms with partnerships and corporations accounting for the remaining 15%. T he average value of
agricultural production per farm in Louisiana was $177,000 To increase profitability, Louisiana
agricultural growers and researchers have been working towards expanding markets and practicing
more precise production. ..

Expanding markets Vandersteen says that while e

: ) s Family farms.  85% .

the recession may be out of our handOw? 31T 1 wOEU Oﬂ’aHnérH‘uBs (JE EOQw
encouragé He is optimistic that tax incentives offered by the Corporations 7% ) =
state can help 2 00w EUPOE w Ew + OUDUDEo%U%eanJI (I]EhLIJIuéRgJuOJfEmaEUDYI w
EUUDOI UUI UThraughw récénd iad ineantives and
research, Louisiana has been attracting businesses and
opening new markets that promise to add value to its agricultural products.

? 5 E @dded~ is a catchall term that includes any method that increases the value of a
x UOEUEI Uz USUWiAgQgntdr €cbhomist Jdin Westra, Ph.D. says valueadded agriculture as a
xEUOQwWOI wUT T w WEEU E K9Uard E1030ifod anmually and constitutes about 10% of the
POUOI OUEIT w iFérlenatddle] \Webtid Bdlds Eat before rice reaches your plate it is sorted,
cleaned, polished, and bagged. All of those? POWET Ubi 1 Qwl EOOOOPEWEEUDPYDPUDI U
EOOx OOl OUWEOEwWUT 1 wOOUT wOi wliT OUI wEEUDPY P UBU wiudld EAaadFuE
Westra says, ?Because thoszctivities have jobs associated with them, tax revenue associated witfafthem
UT OUT wUOT pOT UwE O EDBHODI 200G uhBydbEierieEbay addoraiie to that core
resource, multiplies the econionbenefitthat we have. And at eack€ 1 1 wbi z Ul wpOUODOT wbbUI
our farmers, or our cooperatives, or the groups of farmers coming together and our businesses to take full
EEYEOUET Thefliowirlg br& $o@e resent success stories:

Cotton Spinning facility in Lacas sine
— In December, Zagis USA commissioned a 128,00@8quare-foot cotton spinning mill in Lacassine ,
the first of two mills that the company has committed to build in Louisiana. Louisiana Economic
Development (LED) estimates that when the new Zagis spinning mills are in full production they will
utilize betweentuk w0 OQwl Ywx1 UET OO0 wOi w+ OUPUPEOEZzZ UWEOUUOOWEUOX w
commissioning ceremony, ? 1istead of Louisiana exporg our raw goods so others can profit, we are now
EUI EUDPOT wYEOUT wEEET EwNOEUWI T Ul wEGEwWI 1 OxPOT wOUUwi EUO
%@ Sweet Potato Processing Plant in Delhi
ConAgra is spending $155 million to build a sweet potato processing plant DO w #1 OT D& w ( |

scheduled to open in the fall of 2010 and initially employ 275 people at an average salary of about
$35,000. The plant will turn Louisiana sweet potatoes into French fries, waffle fries and otheaymts.
ConAgra has beemorking with scientists at th&SU AgCenter and elsewhere to change some
characteristics of sweet potatd&ge're witnessing a revolution in the making, not unlike potatoes bred
to become French fries,says Jan de Weerd, vice pdest of global agriculturakervices with
ConAgra.
s—) Wood Pellet Facility at Port of Baton Rouge
ﬁ@) Point Bio Energy, LLC is building a $100 million wood pellet-making plant at the Port of
Greater Baton Rouge. The plant will take in 800,000 tons annually of timber harvested within a 150-
mile radius, grind it down to sawdust and compact it into small pellets to be sold in bulk to Europe.
Wood-pellet burning stov es are common in European homes Port of Greater Baton Rouge Executive
Director Jay Hardman says "It is an innovative project that will prowde a tremendous benefit to the forest
products industry, which is so important to our state's economy."



https://www.lsuagcenter.com/NR/rdonlyres/E419CD7F-4E09-4BD0-A62E-DEA90829D406/68067/HighlightsofAg2009LOWRES.pdf
http://cotton247.com/supplychain/spinning/?storyid=925
http://www.lambweston.com/Delhi/index.jsp
file:///G:/JULY%20-%20Agriculture/BACKGROUNDER/.http:/www.louisianaeconomicdevelopment.com/led-news/news-releases/point-bio-energy-announces-new-wood-pellet-facility-at-the-port-of-greater-baton-rouge.aspx

Jazzman Rice
%& The first U.S.-bred Jasminetype aromatic rice variety named Jazzman has been developed at
the LSU Ag- "1 OUIl Uz Uw 1 DEI w ard WdlesedEih 209U Jatzmah (as similarcooking
gualities to imported Thai Jasmine. Jazzman will open up new markets for Louisiana rice farmers.
Biofuel Industry
a Although t he use of corn as an ethanol feedstockis expected to continue to grow, the future

direction of the biofuel industry lies with the development of more advanced production
processes that use, among other things, cellulose. Potential cellulosic sources inclde trees,
agricultural crops and perennial grasses. Michael Salassi, with the LSU AgCenterz Department of
arrays of diverse feedstock production potemtiacellulosic ethanol and advanced biofuel production in the
E O U O Higla-Bberusugarcane and switchgrass are a few of the potential crops being evaluated.
Strain enthusiastically statesO w? 3 T B O O wE B Oindlion+abrés flom E7GBEnillioncaes are in trees.
That can le used for lumber, pulpaper, and it can also be used for energy. And the energy sector is real and
YiUawl REPUDOT wEOOx OO OUwOI wOT EVWEOEwWP] zUT wl OPOT wUOw
Grooming of Farmers ~ With an aging populati on of producers and fewer people entering
the agricultural profession, there are fearsthat our state and nation could lose its ability to remain
competitive in national and global agricultural markets. The LSU AgCenter has just begun the
2+O0OUPUPEOCEwW8OUOT w 1T w/ UOE UFA oddyear intgddive El&3sraondHandsoR, 8 / /
mentor-based experience that introduces high school juniors and seniors to the options available in
the areas of food and fiber production. The goal is to encourage them to consider a career in
agricultural production. The Louisiana Farm Bureau, through its Young Farmers and Ranchers
program, assists those young poducers already in the business with information on current issues in
the agriculture community so they can make informed decisions about their plans and programs for
the year.
GPS and the Farmer  As a way of reducing fertilizer costs + as well as inaease yields ¢
farmers are turning to technology . Richard Fontenot, a fourth generation farmer and one of the
¢ owners and operators of R&N Farmsin Ville Platte, uses technology throughout his crop
cycle. After collecting and analyzing several soil samples from a plot of land, Fontenot
says, he is able toinput that data into a fertilizer applicator that uses a Global
Positioning System (GPS to P Exx Qaw UT OUIl wEDPI I 1 UI OUw OUUUD]
X OF UOUT T OUO0wUOI | wi DI OF w E E Dirihguhardestigi of neeldd D Ow U1 ¢
soybeans, Fontenot again uses GPS on a combine witha flow compensator that
provides ?E Com the gayield monitoring so that we can come back and retreat or analyze different sections of
the field based on performance at the éndud) I T wE U By usi@téchnaldg, Bantenot notes,?Wi z Ul w
makingmorecropsusing less fertilize Wi z Ul wNUU U wx U U 0 b OTheuB&Jatiaséruelking U DT T Uu
Ol YI OQwi I OEVUwI OUUUT UwUT EVwWUT T wi EUOZUwWPEUT UwlUUT wbUwO
Buy fr esh; Buy local  Another market for producers that has been steadily increasing over
the last ten yearsare local farmerz markets. The USDA says thatfarmers' markets in the US have
grown from 1,755 in 1994 to 5,274 in 2009From 2008 to 2009alone there was a 13% nationwide
increase First Lady, Michelle Obama, as part of her efforts to fight childhood obesity has
brought attention to the movement. She is the firg First Lady since Eleanor Roosevelt to
plant a garden on the White House lawn and she helpedto ET UPUUIT OQwEwdI b
in D.C. Farmers' markets allow farmers to pick produce at the peak of flavor, preserve the
nutritional content, and sell directly to the public, eliminating the middleman . As BREADA, a
nonprofit organization that operates the Main Street and Red Stick Farmers Markets in Baton Rouge
notes on its wi E U BBUIYinQ locally grown means your food will be thousands of miles fresher and taste
better than food shipped long distances. Buy Fresh Buy Local strengthens the local economy and keeps food
dollars circulating in the state of Louisiandlhe state ,asO Y 1 Uwhil Y w%EU.Ol Uz Uw, EUOI UU



http://www.lsuagcenter.com/en/our_offices/research_stations/Rice/
http://www.lsuagcenter.com/en/community/leadership/la_yapp/
http://www.lfbf.org/programs
http://www.lfbf.org/programs
http://voices.washingtonpost.com/all-we-can-eat/food-politics/number-of-farmers-markets-mush.html?wprss=all-we-can-eat
http://voices.washingtonpost.com/all-we-can-eat/food-politics/number-of-farmers-markets-mush.html?wprss=all-we-can-eat
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/19/AR2009031902886.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/09/17/AR2009091704558.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/09/17/AR2009091704558.html
http://www.redstickfarmersmarket.org/main/inside.php?page=buy_fresh_buy_local
http://www.ldaf.state.la.us/portal/Portals/0/ACS/farmersmarkets%202010.pdf

The Future

Faced with an ongoing recession and the recent
Gulf Oil spill, Vandersteen with the Louisiana Forestry
Association recently reflected, 7?During these very
ET EOCOI O1 bOT wUPOI UwUT iEdppadrd tq
me that Louisiana will need to look more closely at
traditional industriest agriculture; forestry will be the corg
industriesthat will help Louisana pullthrough this downturn
POwOUUwWI E6OODaG

Fisheried. oui s i an aduables i x t
agricultural commaodity is Marine Fisheries al
states the largest supplier of ddmgeafood in
e continental United 5 ec ic_secty
b B S y d R Bi
It§lexico. Louisiana Public Square travels to tf
i n August f or A @ndithei
Oi |l Spil | o ctttoats lengspapedan
livelihoodZatch the full program, Wednesday
August 25, 2010 at 7 p.m. on LPB.

Commissioner Strain feels that Louisiana is in a

unique position of strength for what lies ahead, ?In one generation, this generation, America Wﬂl
grow by over 100 million people. Our population will grow worldevigythirty to fifty percent
and we have to move forward to feed them, house them, clothe them and providesaraeng

T E Wdd methods of transportation. And we haveppethat know how to do it. And we

are engaged in the process and that is why you see so
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Please watch
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on Louisiana Public Square

Wednesday, July 28, 2010

at 7 p.m. on LPB.
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